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1.  I have been continually shooting for some 70 years both in this country and abroad. As a young lad I began with an air rifle. As I got older I had Army training with full-bore rifle and machinegun.  I shot pistol in this country until the 1997 Firearms Acts and afterwards in France. I shoot rifle for target and vermin control and shotgun for clay shooting.
2. This Association submits that current firearms legislation is in need of a radical review and overhaul. The present laws are unnecessarily restrictive in relation to legally certificated firearms’ owners and users.

3. This association believes that the legislation in relation to shotgun ownership and certification has been shown to work well and that it is cost effective. It allows the holder of a shotgun certificate to sell and purchase shotguns to and from dealers and other shotgun certificate holders without direct recourse to the police licensing authorities. Certificates should be granted for life.  Such a move would not present risk to the public and we submit that it could be quite possible to monitor a certificate holder’s suitability to continue to possess firearms by simple reference to clubs and shooting organisations.
4. Control on the sales of firearms to certificated shooters could be through the existing dealer network.  Dealers would, as now, maintain registers of firearms traded.  In this day of  I.T. technology there should be no reason why these registers could not be made easily accessible to the authorities via the internet.  We believe that a system to that suggested is in operation in Sweden and other developed countries so why should it not work here?
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5. The draconian legislation following the Dunblane shooting tragedy has only penalised law abiding shooters, who had nothing to do with that terrible event and has done nothing to reduce gun crime.  The legislation following was completely disproportionate and punitive.  The terrible tragedy could have been prevented had the Central Scotland Police applied the then firearms law consistently, effectively and professionally.  The flawed Lord Cullen report which followed was a travesty of justice in that some vital evidence was not called or apparently ignored.  
6. It has to be pointed out that the banning of handguns does not apply to other parts of the United Kingdom.  In Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands, legally held handguns were not banned nor confiscated and I am not aware of any reported incidents there.  I submit that this is proof that problems do not arise from handgun ownership.

7. There is ample evidence to demonstrate that when youngsters are introduced to shooting, under supervision, they achieve a sense of discipline and respect which remains with them for the rest of their lives.  A clear example of this is in the sterling work carried out by ATEO (Airgun Training and Education Organisation) and also ‘Urban Delinquency and abuse’ US department of Justice 1993.

8. The present regime of firearm licensing and control does nothing to reduce the criminal misuse of illegally possessed firearms.  It has only prevented law abiding citizens from pursuing their sport, a sport which achieved the second highest number of medals in the 2006 Commonwealth Games.  This would be an impossible achievement at present as our competitors for the 2012 Olympic Games are not permitted to practice effectively, in their own country.  We consider it inexcusable that pistol shooters are prevented from practicing in their own country for the forthcoming Olympic Games, especially as they are taking place in the U.K.
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9. Since Pistols were banned in the UK, the rate of crime – especially violent crime- has risen. Ironically, firearms use in crimes has doubled in the decade since hand guns were banned, www.gunfacts.info by Guy Smith.  Street robberies soared 28% in 2001. Violent crime was up 11%, murders up 4% and rapes were up 14%.  British Home Office reported on BBC news 12.07.2002.  This trend continued in 2004 with a 10% increase in street Crime, 8% increase in muggings and a 22% increase in robberies.  There is nothing in any statistics for England and Wales to suggest that neither the stricter controls on handguns prior to 1997 nor the ban imposed since have controlled access to such firearms by criminals.  Colin Greenwood, Select Committee on Northern Ireland Affairs, 29.01.2000.
10. Comparing crime rates between America and Britain is flawed.  In America a gun crime is recorded as a gun crime.  In Britain, a crime is only recorded when there is a conviction.  All solved gun crimes in Britain are not reported as gun crimes, grossly under counting the amount of gun crime here, Kopel, 18.07.2000. To make matters worse, British law enforcement has been exposed for falsifying criminal reports to create falsely lower crime figures, in part to preserve tourism. Crime Figures a Sham, say police Daily Telegraph 01.04.1996.
11. As reported in the Guardian on 03.09.2000 a Parliamentary enquiry into the growing number of black market weapons  concluded that there were more than three million illegally held firearms in circulation – double the number believed to have been held ten years earlier – and that criminals were more willing than ever to use them.  One in three criminals under the age of twenty five possessed or had access to a firearm as also reported in the Guardian.

12. The U.K. has strict gun control and a homicide rate of 1.4 per 100,000.  Switzerland has the highest per capita firearm ownership in the world “All males aged 20 to 42 are required to keep rifles or pistols at home.”  It has a homicide rate of 1.2 per 100,000. Indeed, the Swiss basically have a military rifle in nearly every closet. “Everybody who has served in the army is allowed to keep their personal weapon, even after the end of their military service.”  Swiss Defence Military statement 15/ 05/ 2004. Switzerland has relatively lenient gun control and has the third lowest homicide rate of the top nine European countries and the same per capita rate as England and Wales.
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13. The submission by this Association in respect of licensing routines             would also significantly reduce administrative costs and so release funds for front line policing, particularly important in the light of reduced budgets.  With many senior police officers expressing their concerns over the effect of budget cuts on front line policing every effort should be directed at spending wisely.

14. With reference to the tragic shootings in Cumbria and Northumberland and the Committee ‘seeking to determine whether there are lessons to be learnt from recent events, including the role of doctors in liaising with police’ I would refer you to an article, published in the Telegraph on the 02/06/2010, by Professor Nigel Eastman, Professor of Law in Psychiatry, ‘Cumbria shooting offers no lessons for the future’. ‘Events such as the Derrick Bird shooting tragedy in Cumbria are random, rare and often incomprehensible. Crucially they are both unpredictable and unpreventable. Mass murderers very rarely ever suffer from serious mental illnesses, such as schizophrenia, and are usually not known to psychiatric services, as apparently in this case’ He goes on, ‘Each one has a different psychological story, albeit there may be some common themes across some of them’ He also states, ‘Neither are they similar to serial killers, such as Shipman or Sutcliffe although their mayhem is often as incomprehensible as Hungerford, Dunblane or now Cumbria.’
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SUMMARY
A.  I would request that the Committee seriously considers Professor Eastman’s statements which I believe to be of paramount importance and very relevant.  (paragraph 14)
B. The present regime of firearms licensing and control does nothing to reduce the criminal supply or misuse of illegally possessed firearms.

C. Young people should be encouraged to join shooting clubs where they can participate safely in the sport.

D. As a result of being treated with hostility by some politicians, the media and certain elements of the police, I believe that action is necessary to remedy this situation.  Repealing the 1997 firearms Acts would go a long way to do this.
                 (The National Shooting Association Constitution is available on request.)
          Joseph A Kelly

          National Shooting Association
Broomhill 
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